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ter off than thev were with regard to text The use of the films 


hooks and other Sen aids. Most teach Cases a special event, 


ers take what fered them by their to the curriculum or 


ry or administrative superiors; j ‘ation purpose, so 
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few look over the catalogs or samples an ‘hildren were concerned. The 
make selections; some allow themselves to vailable, by whatever standa) 
be persuaded by salesmen, or by eir tel ‘an not possibly be 
lows who have found thi 
sable or passably satistacté ry. It is only 
within the past year or two, for example s too speeialize: 
that any serious attempt has been made _ for the needs of others. 

ny school ‘ople formnilate the or : hle ler : 1s 
amony senoo peopte to tormulate I l IMPOSS1DILeE under these cond 
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teri be considered in the ‘lect I tei : 1 La? tor he most 
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a textbook. 
The second great obstacle t t thildren to adopt an attitude 
tensive use of motion pictures in school the educational point of view 
has been the technieal and economic status able for such use. The imfri 
of the projector. The projection machine’ the surrounding cireumstances 
has been bulky, expensive, difficult to to make of the film showing 
operate; films have involved fire risks. As  oceasion in the nature of a s 
a result the motion picture was out of the val, rather than a matter of 
question for the small school—and most ing, a part of the day’s work 


of the children in this country attend Under these conditions tw 
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small schools. In the large school it has present themselves. The 
meant the installation of a booth, with ex discriminating and more systen 
pensive equipment and wiring; and often the motion picture in the audit 
the engagement of an operator when the second is the transfer of the 1 
machine is in use. The buying of films’ ture to the class room. The firs 
has been out of the question for financial solutions is now in process of 
reasons; the renting of films cumbersome ment: the second will lag behind 
as well as expensive. For all of these while it is vastly more import 
reasons whatever films were used had to far-reaching. it depends upon 
be shown to as many pupils as possible. solution of certain technical pr 
The machine was usually in the audi- economie adjustments. 

torium, which is not to be set aside for a The more discriminating and s\ 
small group; the preparations for the use of the motion picture in 
mo 


showing, the expense of the performance, semblies is being made daily 


as well as the infrequency of its use, all by the rapid production of fil 
urged the principal or teacher to get the genuine value for general inforn 
most out of the occasion; and the most ap-_ inspiration, and for the 
peared naturally to be the serving of the desirable attitudes. More 
largest number of spectators. producers are 
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well or better. maps, pictures of models, portra 


deal of eonfusion has come does not take the motion 
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schools. 
the 
special room for the ‘‘visual’ 
mmediate purposes of 1 actua ‘actice this means 
then the firs oF } * eduea itional films are shown to « 
his techn que | ‘Griv pie whole period, or 
and 
ih the pupu ios ~ and u } h 
SHOWN al | } . ell through 
other devices available.’ is eriterion 
topie—for « 
‘‘educational motion pictures.”’ emergence of an insect from the 
‘rr hand, it would compel action of a contractile vacuole, 
centration of effort upon the production of talization of salt, comparison ot 
teaching devices of great value but not wave forms—should be available 
now to be had. <A secondary application classroom, without loss of time in 


this eriterion would be in the econstrue- tion, just as are other teachu 


ot 
tion of pietures designed to reproduce es When the teacher ot history or 
t | : 


sential and significant historical situations needs a map of Asia or of Ala 


and relations, frankly as a visual aid that does not find it necessary to tell 


is more effective than still pictures, rather that the next meeting will be held 


than as a substitute for reading, ete. library or the auditorium; he goes 
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|, that in its outcomes and and perhaps never sh 
reinforce and extend the aspirations held on behalf 
icy. l¢ spirits whose aspirat 
secondary nor the collegiate’ their vision. 
jueation of America has ever I] 
ally met these tests, though Some of us naturally 
laim that no other people has’ eternal vigilance. ‘e become pessimi 
than we in making both private’ as to the future. A distinguished speaker 
ftucation democratic. The oli recently characterize ma iod sultr: cre 
on has inevitably been very as ‘‘our greatest and mos 


[he evolution of free public ure.’’ Possibly he stated 


s and state universities, rein- truth; but, to have been fa 


far-sighted w isdom of those torical knowledge, he sho 
sts who have endowed acad ‘‘but any other system 
es has indeed rendered America during the last on 


on 


education progressively more would probably have been a s 
as respects equalization of eer failure.’’ He certainly does not t} 
opportunities. The 2,000,000 the suffrage systems of Russia, Ti 
w found in our public high China, of Prussia or Japan, or eve 
the 500,000 found in our col Great Britain would better have served 
substantial evidenee of that fact. our ends, does he? Can he find warrant 
ssessed really scientific stand- for a belief that the more limited systems 
‘ational values we should prob- of state suffrage prevailing from 1776 to 
at both our secondary eduea 1820 produced better results than the ex 
r collegiate education are still panded suffrage of recent decades? 
lemoeratie in two fundamental There is no more likelihood that Amerrea 
m their failures to discover will surrender its hardly won democracy 
s, and methods of education than there is that a Mississippi Valley 
those who are born into the farmer will abandon his fertile cleared 
somewhat less than the highest lands. But democratic communities, no 
ve intelligenee; and seeond, i less than farms, will grow to weeds and 
npeteney as means of strength brambles if not carefull: 
ding, and rendering more so for the cultivation of democrae) 
nt right kinds of democracy. sibilities will nece 
well said that eternal vigil ture must g 
price of liberty. No less eer vifted thar 
s it one of the prices that must cireumstance 
lemocraecy. Democracy is not 
state of man; oligarchy, tu 
lominating, repressive, and 
intervals a true aristocracy, 
1) nocracy, of tei or othe 
f intelli- 
good-will, and fortitude as 
rel rious, eco? 


and like these 
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means e forward on our 
amon | T! eertal ropagandist eratie highway to some 


vho, promote thell f l a ! vlorious as the fates may 


sions, do not hesitate to misuse stati ‘an be no turning back. Onl) 
in such a way as to obscure the ‘cess Of overwhelming revolution could we 
American schools in edueati a. in) substantial eurtailments of 
Some of these were telling us a couple of “or us there ean heneeforth be 
vears ago that ‘‘we are a nation of seventh or eomfort in ignorance « 
graders.’’ Others like to insist that the nn. We have learned 
‘‘average’” man has the mind only ot a_ the lights of science 

‘fourteen year old boy,’’ These words and the only eure for our confusio 
may express truth in one sense; but what of those lizghts—more demoerae 
do they signify? Certainly the men of rieht kinds) and more seienes 
1776 could not have ‘‘averaged’’ more than ilv seience 

a nation of second-graders. The men who Doubtless there are twenty-five 


mic 


from 1780 to 1870 built up the self-govern- * our adults whose 


ing commonwealths of the Mississippi Val hat ‘‘they ar 


ley—the ‘* Valley of Democracy were on e the sig 
the average only third or fourth graders. that does not mean 
The ‘‘Boys of ‘61°’ who saved the Union n our national corporation 
were in large part barely able ‘ead. eapable of comprehending 
But who earried hroug le | l or the social interests of 

part. True they are not part 
self-governil Y commonwealths, and total aristoeracy’”’ whater 
eolleges and normal schools, created gi- mean. One must wonder 


gantiec industries, saved the Union, and per cent. of our adults ar 
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the seeond and later gen socially and financially promine: 
ld their palaces of art on the n America are now coming. es 
-e oligarchs in will our older colleges. 
ther than wholesome aristo preoccupations with dress, 
SSS ibject to that persistent ae lowship, and sports take preced ! 
their ideals, professions and ntelleetual responsibilities, for 
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is assured by general suf few days each year. In many eases 


perpetual holiday-makers are men and 


een well for democratic aspira women of talent and o ble moral 


1 social evolution that American’ character. 
schools and eolleges have inte: to sueceeed 
ew barriers to poverty and to fessional 
and soil-eolored manners of judges success: 
It has been well, too, that acceptable conform 
found it practicable increasing fective and perva 
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sregarada differences of religious and ship t! ev W 
faith. The society that we eall far less 
strives towards ecertain forms of vored a 
ty which, rightly or n stanee. 

lieved by many men of h as much 
| to be essential to the world m eroups 

that society—homogeneity f these 
essential culture, of moral and 
ls, of democratie intercourse, and 


om within the law. America, at its 
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vreatest social pres- 


vraduate colleges of 
tige give to the public the appearance of 
being institutions in which the enterprise 


of learning holds sorry second place to the 


luring sports, festivities, and convivial fel 


lowship which make such powerful appeal 
to the imaginations of comfortably cireum 
stanced youth. 
V 
education in 
the 


recognizing 


Collegiate Ameriea will 
democracy 
itself 
Our 


that 


best serve aspirations of 


only by and adjusting 


to the complexities of American life. 
venuinely professional colleges do 
now, subject to a few years of inevitable 
‘lag.’ Sut our liberal arts colleges 
seem not only to be out of step with the 
times, but in many cases to be pursuing 
their 


moves towards div ersity, 


Quixotic quests of own dreaming. 


All 
multitudinousness, 
But in philosophy, radical poli 


civilization 
heterogenity, division 
of labor. 
ties, and education we strive incessantly 
and pathetically to organize our thinking 
catehwords, 
doctrinaire We 
strive for mechanical simplicity in units of 


about eivilization in terms of 


phrases, and formule. 


credit for college admission, descriptions 
of courses and formulations of objectives. 
us think that there is somewhere 


Some of 


a mystical ‘‘unity of knowledge’’ which 
should integrate the offerings of the liberal 
debate as to 


the 
without ade 


arts college. Learned men 


whether character or scholarship is 


chief end of college education, 
quately defining and exemplifying either 


term. Just now eollege admission com 


mittees are hoping to find in intelligence 
tests simple sereens whereby the wheat of 


collegiate-brains ean be winnowed from 


the chaff of common minds. Everywhere 


faculties are striving to organize their 


eOuUrSseSs well 


into compact curriecul th 
Iptions and 


halanee preser 


aspirations for simp] 
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tem, and mechanics are most nat 
certainly most commendable in 

age, provided they do not over! 
the 


they are certain to do at t 


nore some of rreat essent 


if they fail to appreciate the cor 
Intellige 


reveals that a people is made of 


of our civilization. 


different native and aequ 
The 


doubtless measure a host of 


widely 


ers. to-m¢ 


psychology oO! 
qua 
pounded out of inheritance 


ment which, though not str 


tual, have nevertheless their 
values and make their righiful 
demands—qualities of courage, 
le appreciation, of potential pass 


sentiment, of altruistic devot 
many others. 

Out of the interactions of thes 
minds and spirits with the access 
graphie, economic, scientific, mor 
inheritances 


That 


that 


tural, and religious 
present-day civilization. 
eation ean and should do in 
tion is no longer capable of bei: 

ized in a few brief rules or dogn 
medical seienee of our grandfath: 
much in simple formulx, some, 
secured to the publie mind by 

Latinity. But the open-eyed me 
to-day finds endless complexities 
however, it learns to unravel and 


because of its willingness to ai 


study details in differences and lik 


The liberal arts colleges can ser 
ent day democracy best by becon 
scientific medicine, endlessly 
adaptable, and serviceable to sp 
They defeat 
all seek one type of student 
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will their best ends 


morally, or physieally. 


America and the twentieth cent 


hev tend Tow ard stereotvned 


preseribed stud CS 
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tration to compreher 


Shed me from of greatly Givers 
ves recently contr mulated deser 
rranged and published evaluation 
weeklies. some are pessimistl philosophy, natural se 
mistic, as to the outlook for the the fine arts, 

Stitutes an optimum 


rts college. Few express anything 


Brown may be ser 
Smith. We have all encoun 1d persons 
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trust of a free elective system: sev- 


plore student preoccupations either 
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rh most of the 
um resist and 
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riculum”’ for that type mind. Such ; 
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Vvitably ear 


course, almost root of the 
and facti moment be generali: 
er c¢lassieal ‘racies in research, in comma 
designed for one so fensive forees, in lawmaking 
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tt Class and as Was expected and 


hoped hn economle organization, 
; aa oe * m thoes 

for statie social conditions. In a day Vine worship. But when thesé 

when the best minds of the time ean hard ‘I become wilful oligarehies or 


ity of knowledge’ and as, uncontrolled and unsuy 


est spirits value that inevitably to become, 
deal but lightly, it would surely be futile the irit of demoeracy des 
and even fantastie to give such a concep ich ts corrupted. Just 
tion a dominating position is an aristocracy 
edueation desi ed 
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to democratic Sserviee, its 
interests 


to the seduetions ot power, ¢ 


-complaceney are pervasive 
its faculty no less tha 
IS not unfair say that democracy, satel body. Frontier America 
hristianity itself, — heretofore nie the whole been well served by Its — 
; is it vet certain that wealthy and 
prolific Of aspirations and but poor in A f : Sia 
workable programs. How could it have powerful America will be 
been otherwise? Certainly no thoughtful nerved 
man ever translated the Jeffersonian 


formula otherwise than as an aspiration 
for some share in political rights and ob- 


ligations. But the basie ideals of demoe- RURAL COMMUNITY BUILDING 
racy have not been negatived by any UsING every available source of ini 
knowledge given by modern science tion, the writer, for the past six mont 


namely, that collective action shall help 


has been trying to bring together ace 
of the best organized and best devel 


communities in his state. 


the naturally weak as far as ean be done 
Without injuring the naturally strong: his study 
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homoveneity racial, eco - Prospel itv so gene 
iecational, social; or, in er every family to have a 
population free from extreme dit ving, to have comforts a 
and of social traditions. ind a good margin of le 
table population with a high ttici to enable them 
centage ot home ownership. i people with good j 
6. Provision for encouraging and aiding } A high percentage 
the young people to get tart inthe home’ are attractively located, conven 
community rather than being ranged, and provided with moder: 
seek opportunities elsewhere. hts, running water, 
General conformity to the agricul io, and labor saving appliances 
tural practices which scientific investiga with papers, magazines, books, 


tions and community experience have musical instruments, and other 1 


proved to bring the best results; and which ‘ecreation: homes acquainted Ww 
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. that the recent 

elopments in natural and 
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utions, now make it possible for every 
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any kind of problem? Can 
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community has the vision, the courage, the 

initiative, the energy, and the will to 

undertake 


It is the view of the writer that each 
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Relief. 


community now needs to realize that its 
future is not something predestined and 


fixed, but will be what its loyally sup- 


ported leaders made it. And what it is tutional council 
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